






 
 

 
 

Dear Concealed Weapon Permit Instructor Applicant: 
 
South Carolina Code 23-31-210 requires the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLE:O) 
to promulgate regulations containing general guidelines for courses and qualifications pertaining 
to the Concealed Weapon Permit (CWP) program. This letter is intended to acquaint the 
instructor applicant with the requirements which must be met in order to obtain certification as a 
CWP instructor. 
 
Prior to submitting your application, you must have received some type of handgun instructor 
training (i.e. law enforcement, military, NRA, etc.); and documentation of such certification must 
be submitted with the application. The application form must be accurately completed and 
submitted along with a photograph. As the statute requires SLED to only promulgate general 
guidelines, no standardized lesson plan is available. Each instructor applicant, based on his/her 
training and experience, is required to develop, and submit a detailed lesson plan describing the 
training course to be taught. The lesson plan must adequately cover all requirements set forth in 
Sections 23-31-210 through 23-31-215 and 16-11-410 through 16-11-450 of the S.C. Code of 
Laws. Lesson plans must also specifically address South Carolina statutory and case law related 
to handguns and the use of deadly force, proper handgun use and safety, proper storage practices 
for handguns that reduce the possibility of accidental injury to children, and the actual firing of 
the handgun. An outline is not acceptable. 
 
In addition to a lesson plan, an agenda/schedule for the class should be submitted that outlines 
the amount of time devoted to each training topic, testing, and actual firing on the range. This 
will document compliance with statutory requirements pertaining to training. There is no longer 
a minimum training requirement of eight (8) hours; however, instructors will be responsible for 
ensuring each student is adequately trained and qualified pursuant to state laws and regulations. 
 
Enclosed are copies of applicable state statutes, case law, amendments, regulations, and 
requirements - to include copies of the written examinations, minimum required course of fire, 
and additional information to assist in lesson plan development. The CWP examinations should 
be used to develop training objectives for the lesson plan. 
 
 
 
 



The purpose of the CWP examinations is to ensure students have a practical understanding of the 
information as specified in the statute and covered during the training session. Ensuring the 
student has a working knowledge of firearms safety and operation, legal requirements, deadly 
force issues, marksmanship techniques, and proper storage practices is critical to the safety of the 
CWP holder and the community. The practice of teaching the student to "pass the test" is 
unacceptable. In your lesson plans please be sure to include a student review of the test as well. 
 
As the CWP applicant is only required to demonstrate proficiency with only one handgun, it is 
very important that the student has a good working understanding of safe handling and operation 
of different types of handguns. The primary objective of the CWP proficiency course of fire is to 
allow CWP applicants an opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in safe handling, operation, and 
marksmanship with the handgun to the satisfaction of the CWP instructor. As safety is the 
primary concern, a working understanding of the Four Cardinal Rules of firearms safety is 
critical: 
 
1. Treat all firearms as if they are always loaded. 
2. Always keep the muzzle of the firearm pointed in a safe direction. 
3. Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until the weapon is pointed at the target and you     
have decided to fire. 
4. Always be sure of your target and what is beyond it. 
 
The firing of the handgun should be done at eye level following the basic marksmanship 
fundamentals of grip, stance, sight alignment, trigger control, and follow through. On the course 
of fire, the term "presentation" is used in the event the handgun is presented from a purse, "fanny 
pack", etc. or drawn from a holster. Firing may be conducted on any standard sized silhouette 
target such as a B27, B21, "Q", TQ19, IPSC, etc. A minimum standard of 70% hits on the target 
are required for qualification. As this is primarily a self-defense course, the maximum distance is 
fifteen yards. However, firing at further distance for familiarization may demonstrate how 
effective or ineffective the applicant might be at such a distance. The time limits are designed to 
establish a reasonable amount of time for completion of each exercise. 
 
Emphasis should be placed on the responsibility for the results of firing the handgun, where the 
bullet will ultimately stop and the circumstances leading up to the firing. Examples of proper and 
improper uses of deadly force are a valuable training aid and should be discussed. 
 
Certified instructors must understand there is a certain amount of responsibility attached to every 
Instructor/Student Checklist issued The South Carolina Concealed Weapons Permit 
Instructor/Student Training Checklist is available on the SLED website (www.sled.sc.gov). On 
this checklist the instructor must certify that all of the training requirements have been 
successfully completed, including notation of the test score(s) and range score. The student must 
also acknowledge a "working understanding" of the topics taught in the training class. The 
original checklist must be submitted with the CWP application, and the instructor should retain a 
copy. 
  
 
 



Any false information or documentation furnished to SLED in connection with this program will 
result in the decertification of the instructor and potential criminal prosecution for perjury and 
subornation of perjury (Section 16-9-10) of the instructor and CWP applicant. 
 
CWP application forms and other information regarding the CWP program can be accessed via 
the SLED website (www.sled.sc.gov). If you have any questions regarding the CWP program 
including instructor training matters, please call SLED Regulatory Services Unit at 803-896- 
7015. 
 
Pursuant to 56DD.36 of the State Budget, effective July 1, 2003, SLED is authorized to charge a 
fee of $100.00 for the issuance of a Concealable Weapons Permit Instructor Certification, and 
$100.00 every three years for each renewal. Please remit with your 
application a certified check or money order in the amount of $100.00 payable to the South 
Carolina Law Enforcement Division. 
 
The continued success of the CWP program is because of the quality training provided by and 
the professionalism of CWP instructors. Thank you for your interest in becoming a CWP 
instructor. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kevin O. Preston Sr., Lieutenant 
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division  
 
 
 
Updated 9/2023 





_____ _____ 

_____ 

SLED Concealed Weapon Permit (CWP) Instructor Application 
Mail to: 

SLED CWP 
P. O. BOX 21398 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29221-1398 
*TYPE OR PRINT IN INK*

Your application will not be processed unless all applicable questions have been answered and required documentation submitted. 

New Instructor Application Renewal Instructor Application FEE $100.00 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle, Maiden, Suffix):  County: 

Residence Address:  City: State: Zip: 

Business Address:  City: State: Zip: 

Mailing Address:  City: State: Zip: 

Telephone #:__________________ Email Address:  Website:  

Do you want your information listed on the SLED website?  Yes No (Only telephone number will be disseminated publicly) 

Social Security Number (SSN): Driver’s License Number: 

Date of Birth (YYYY/MM/DD): Place of Birth: 

Race: Sex: Height: Weight: Eye Color:  Hair Color: 

Law Enforcement Officer:    Active _____ Retired                     Agency:

Last Date Certified: INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION(S): INCLUDE COPY OF CERTIFICATE(S) 
National Rifle Association Instructor Certification? 
S. C. Criminal Justice Academy Firearms Instructor Certification?
SLED Private Security Level I, II, III? 
U. S. Military Instructor? 
Federal Law Enforcement Instructor (FLETC, FBI)? 
USCCA? 
Other: 

** Have you attended at least one SLED approved SC CWP Instructor Seminar in the past (3) years? 

Yes ______   No ______ 

I attest, to the best of my knowledge, that all answers on this application are true. I understand that I may be subjected to criminal 
prosecution for falsification or misrepresentation of any part of any document provided to the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division in 
the application process. Falsification or misrepresentation is also grounds for my instructor certification being denied or revoked. I 
understand that if I become prohibited under state or federal law from possessing a weapon, my certification will be revoked. 

Signature: Date: 

REVISED 02/2022 

Instructor Number:

REGCWP-0002-2022
(Org.03/2022-BFC)

DL State:









 
 

 

Rev. 5/25/2021         
 

South Carolina Concealed Weapon Permit Instructor Student Checklist 
 

Student Name:                                            Student Number:                                                                      

Address:                                                                                                                    

Instructor Name:                                                Instructor Number:                                                

Date Training Completed:                                 Location:   __                                                     _  

By initialing and signing below, I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that I have successfully 
completed a SC CWP training class and have a working understanding of the following related 
topics:             
            Initial Below: 
1. The statutory and case law of South Carolina relating to handguns and the use of 

deadly force.  Including, prohibited carry locations in South Carolina and the 
proper interaction with law enforcement officers while carrying.      

2. Handgun use and safety.            
3. The proper storage practice for handguns with an emphasis on storage practices 

that reduces the possibility of accidental injury to a child.       
4. Properly securing a firearm in a holster.          
5. “Cocked and Locked” carrying of a firearm.         
6. How to respond to a person who attempts to take your firearm from your holster.    
7. Deescalation techniques and strategies.          
8. The actual firing of a handgun in the presence of the instructor.       

 
*Applicants who qualify for a Law Enforcement or Military Exemption provided in S.C. Code Ann. § 
23-31-210(4)(b) are required to certify item 1 only.  Applicants must provide required 
documentation.  

Student Signature:       Date:                    

**This form must be submitted with the CWP Application and the Instructor must retain a copy. 

By signing below, I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that this student has successfully completed a 
course of instruction that meets the standards set forth in S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-210(4) of the South 
Carolina Code of Laws and specifically included the items listed above. 

Based upon the applicant’s performance in the CWP training class that I conducted, I recommend that this 
applicant be issued a Concealed Weapons Permit. 

 
Test Score:              Qualification Score:    

 
Instructor Signature:                                                                                                      Date:   
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